Sisterhood of Janina                                                                                  Feb/Mar, 2010










Dear Sisterhood Member,

When we were kids and watched movies depicting the 21st century, it seemed so far-fetched and unbelievable.  Now, here we are in reality living in the second decade of that “Buck Rogers” futuristic fantasy!!!  Who knew technology would advance to the degree we have now …cell phones, iPods, Wii, digital cameras, high def television,  GPS, Ipods, Skype, laptops, Hubble photos from the Moon and Mars and beyond … the list goes on and on.  We certainly outdid the “Buck Rogers” creations and are living with actual – not imagined – technology!!!   To quote H. G. Wells, “We must not allow the clock and the calendar to blind us to the fact that each moment of life is a miracle and mystery.”  Here we are in 2010 – hoping this year brings every good, and not far-fetched, thing to all!!!   The days sometimes drag, the weeks go faster, and the years seem to fly by.  As someone once explained, it’s like a roll of toilet tissue, the closer to the end it gets, the faster it goes.  
I can’t believe Purim has come and gone, and it will soon be time for Pesach and all the wonderful foods we get to eat on those eight days.  Why is it, when we cook them during the year, they just don’t seem to taste the same – could it be the pots we use that are different, or does memory play tricks on us?  I wonder?  In any case, enjoy the holidays with your loved ones and, as the closing line of the Seder says, “Next Year in Jerusalem,” hopefully with peace on all borders.


Shortly after Pesach, we will be planning our “Monday after Mother’s Day” at the Sephardic Home, and putting our heads together to search for and buy Mother’s Day gifts for all the female residents, which are presented to each one.  Please mark your calendars for Monday, May 10, 2010 and join us for the festivities at the Home, which not only the residents enjoy, but we, Sisterhood members, do as well.  A delicious luncheon is prepared for us by the Dietary Staff, and following a brief meeting, we join the residents in the Atrium for music and, if the mood strikes, some dancing, as well.  It’s wonderful to see those able-bodied, ambulatory residents, joining in.  Please come and be part of the day.
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While in Florida, we also got to see Marcia Ikonomopoulos deliver a very informative and interesting lecture and film on Greek and Sephardic Jewry.  Sisterhood member, Deanna Cohen-Marcus, arranged for this day’s event at Temple Shaarei Shalom in Boynton Beach, sponsored by the Sephardi Federation of West Palm Beach and Rose Allen, their president.  Marcia, as usual, gave a very moving talk on the history of Greek Jewry, a subject which is not covered in history books, and which was very well received by the large attendance in the sanctuary of Temple Shaarei Shalom.  Here again, we saw many familiar faces of people, no longer “snow birds” but permanent residents of the Sunshine State and enjoyed a delicious spread of Greek/Sephardic delicacies!
Marcia Ikonomopoulos, KKJ Museum Director, announced that she would like to collect and publish recipes, stories and cooking photos of our community.  With your permission, I will submit the recipes Sisterhood received for our canceled effort of publishing a Sisterhood cookbook (unfortunately not enough for a full cookbook).


DONOR CARD PROGRAM 

Our Donor Card Program is Sisterhood’s one constant source of revenue, and it depends entirely on your commitment to keep it healthy.   Listed below are our Sunshine Secretaries, who are ready…just one phone call is all it takes, and they will write out the appropriate card, be it “Get Well”, “In Honor Of/Congratulations,” “In Memory Of”, naming you as the donor, sealing, stamping and mailing it, for a minimum donation of $5.00 .  Your continued, ongoing participation in our Donor Card Program is what helps keep Sisterhood viable and running in the “black”.


(Please note, due to rising costs we have had to increase the price to $5.00).












 

NOTE:  YOUR DUES AND DONOR CARD MONEY AT WORK:   Thank You. 

We donated to Doctors Without Borders for the Haiti disaster; and to the restoration project for the historic synagogue, Etz Hayyim, in Hania, Crete, which suffered two devastating, anti-Semitic arson fires in their building. Four of the perpetrators have been caught and they are still seeking the lone remainder of their group.  The World at Large has been speaking up about this outrage and watching the outcome very closely.   They will be brought to justice.








 
SUNSHINE SECRETARIES

Corrine Levy

3105 Avenue “V” #1D, Brooklyn, NY  11229

(718 769-3946

Judy Myones

6364 Overland Dr., Delray Beach, Fl 33484

(561) 499-8244

CURRENT DONOR CARD SUPPORTERS

Fran & Dave Albahae, Ralph Battino & Jackie Andros, Terry & Abe Battino, Esther & Murray Benjamin,  Flo Berkowitz, Annette Binder,  Evelyn Cantos, Pearl Cantos, Irving & Rochelle Levy-Chapp, Mollie Cohen, Sue & Nick Cokinos, Belle & Marty Davis, Rose Eskononts, Jean Fishman, Mae & Zino Gabrielides, Allegra Gordon, Laura Gordon, Irene Harris, Georgette Heinisch, Susan & Jay Holiday,  Marcia  Haddad Ikonomopoulos, Gail Jenny, Julie Jeuda,  Koula & Sol Kofinas, Terry & Sol Lafazan, Lois & Ed Ledner, Ermione Llambiri, Corrine Levy, Elaine Lust, Sarah Mandragona, Irene & Sol Matsil, Dora Mazza, Joe Myones, Judy & Eli Myones, Stella Myones, Eva & Max Nachmias, Evelyn Negrin,  Shirlee Paganetti, Esther & Irving Russo, Rose Salberg, Daisy & Ralph Schaeffer, Matilda Schinazi, Laurie & Mark Serwetz, Rosalind Seraita, Linda & Robert Silverman, Rochelle & Michael Smith, Audrey Solomon,  Edith Tonkon, Anne & Jack Uffer, Bea Zagha.


                                                            



  Thank you All




SISTERHOOD NEWS

~Glad to hear Max Nachmias is on the road to a Complete Recovery from surgery.
~Best Wishes for Continued Good Health and Recovery from surgery to Pearl Cantos.

~Susan Cokinos is doing well and recuperating nicely after surgery.  Keep up the good work.

~Belated Congratulations to Tica & Max Negrin on celebrating their 58th Wedding Anniversary.  Many  More.  Mazal Tov!

~Sincerest Condolences to Rhonda Paganetti-Kleiner & Family on the passing of her mother-in-law, Annette Schwartz.

~Belated Congratulations to Irene Harris on the Bar Mitzvah of her Grandson, Noah, son of Robert & Mindy Harris.  Mazal Tov! 
~Mazal Tov to Terry & Sol Lafazan on celebrating their 60th Wedding Anniversary, March 23rd.  Many  More.  Congratulations!
~Glad to hear that Shirlee Paganetti is pain free and improving nicely after her surgery and is back in Florida.  Hope she’s out of her

brace very soon.

~Glad to hear Gladys Hearn- Colchamiro is mending and well on the way to a complete recovery from surgery.
~Sincerest Condolences to Ellie Moses-Gilman, Faye Moses and their families on the passing of their mother, our long-time Sunshine

Secretary, Stella Moses.

~ Deepest Condolences to long-time member, Nina Eliassof & Family on the passing of her husband, Alex.

~Congratulations to Rachel Serwetz, daughter of Laurie & Mark, granddaughter of Rose Eskononts for making the Dean’s List at                      

Binghamton Univ. 

~Best Wishes for Sunshine Secretary, Corrine Levy’s Complete Recovery from recent surgery.

~Sincerest Condolences to Rosalind Seraita on the passing of her sister, Anne Schneider.

~Best Wishes for Good Health and a Speedy Recovery to Linda Solomon.

~Congratulations to Phyllis & Raymond Modiano on the arrival of their granddaughter, Rachel Phylicia.  Mazal Tov!

IOANNINA, GREECE

A while back, we reported on the incidents of vandalism in the Ioannina Jewish cemetery, the perpetrators of which were never found nor brought to justice.  Now, we’d like to report on an occurrence which also happened in Ioannina, but this time, outside the Jewish cemetery.  A week before their Christmas, hundreds of Christians turned out to show their support for their Jewish neighbors, by joining hands and forming a “human chain against racism and violence”.  They surrounded the cemetery to protest the repeated acts of neo-Nazi vandalism there.  The organizing committee said in a statement, “The Jewish cemetery is not only the religious space of the Jewish community, but also a cultural monument of our city, protection of which, like other historic monuments of our city, is the duty of every citizen…Let the world know that we value our Jewish presence, one of the oldest in Greece, and will not allow callous, hateful acts to define us as a community or as a people.” 

Photos of the “human chain” appeared in an Israeli news article, for, which I believe, we have Marcia Ikonomopoulos to thank.  Marcia notified many Jewish-oriented organizations, as well as the Greek establishment, of the dastardly acts of desecration which had been inflicted on the Jewish cemetery in Ioannina.  To quote Marcia, “Letters and emails of anguish, hurt and recrimination were sent to local and national Greek authorities over the incidents.”  “Our intentions were to bring to worldwide awareness what had happened.”  “That appeals succeeded, brought immense joy to the community.  Our pleas did not fall on deaf ears.  What then can be more emotionally rewarding than to pass on the news of a recent mass demonstration against anti-Semitism?”


This small corner of the world, Ioannina, which before WWII held approximately 2,000 Jews, now holds a handful of Holocaust survivors, trying their best to maintain their dignity and preserve their ancient traditions.  They have earned the right to live their lives in peace and tranquility.  The solidarity, which their Christian neighbors demonstrated, was truly well deserved…let’s pray that this act of pre-Christmas, Christian kindness is long-standing and they may all live together in peace and harmony.
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      Human Chain surrounding Ioannina Cemetery.

                   








Best Regards,

Rose Eskononts  


We received very generous donations from the following:





~Fran Albahae – for the Good Health and Speedy Recovery to her husband, Dave.


~Raanan Weintraub Baratz – Year-End Donation for Sisterhood.


~Edith Negrin-Tonkon – For Sisterhood’s General Fund.


~Irving Russo – For the Continued Good Health of his wife, Esther.


~Rochelle C. Mendelow – In Gratitude to all who sent her Get Well Wishes.  She’s doing fine now, thanks.


~Elaine Lust – For Sisterhood’s General Fund.


~Sarah Borenstein – For Sisterhood’s General Fund.


~Shirley Paganetti – For the Good Health of All Sisterhood Members.


~Barbara Nessim – For Sisterhood’s General Fund.


~Eleanor Moses-Gilman – In Memory of her Beloved Parents, Stella & Max Moses, and her Brother, Alan, with Thanks to      


                 all Sisterhood members and friends for their calls, cards and condolences in Stella’s memory.


~Rosalind Seraita – In Loving Memory of her beloved sister, Anne Schneider, who recently passed away.


~Irving & Rochelle Levy-Chapp – In Memory of Stella Moses.


~Ralph Battino & Jackie Andros – In Honor of his cousin, Ben Sharf’s 90th Birthday.





									Thank You All





NOTE:  For your Donor Card needs, in addition to our Sunshine Secretaries Corrine Levy [Brooklyn ,NY]  and Judy Myones [Florida],  you may  contact either Esther Benjamin (914) 636-2480, or myself (718) 648-7374, until we have a new Sunshine Secretary in place…we’re looking for a volunteer… if anyone is interested, please call me.    Thanks for your support.








Join me in welcoming our newest members:  Labrini Nakopoulos and Marlene Kanner.  We look forward to meeting and greeting them at future Sisterhood events.








PASHAS





We were fortunate to attend the Annual Florida Reunion of the Pashas on February 17th.  Max Nachmias, recovering from recent surgery, with some help from Sol Matsil, Mickey Calderon and Audrey Solomon, coordinated this beautiful luncheon at Benvenuto’s in Boynton Beach.  We saw so many “old” friends and relatives gathered together once again.  Sasha does a great job of getting everyone up and on their feet dancing the day away.  Benvenuto’s food was delicious and we all enjoyed a tremendous afternoon.  Thanks again to Max – we wish him and Eva the best of health to continue


this tradition for many years to come.





�





Max Nachmias, Sol Matsil, Ray Modiano & Ralph Battino











If you have not yet sent in your 2010 dues, please do so now.  Send your $15.00 check made out to Sisterhood of Janina to 


Esther Benjamin 


675 Pelham Road #F-10 


New Rochelle, NY 10805.				Thanks.





Sisterhood is saddened to report the passing of our long-time Sunshine Secretary, Stella Moses.  Stella battled valiantly for many years overcoming many obstacles.  Stella’s family, Paul, Elie Moses-Gilman, Faye Moses, and grandchildren Michael, Rachel, Jaime and Alex, whom she adored, will sorely miss her, as will all of us who knew and loved her.     





PLEASE R.S.V.P TO 


ROSE (718) 648-7374 


IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND �”MONDAY AFTER MOTHER’S DAY AT THE HOME”


MONDAY, MAY 10, 2010, 12 NOON 


[LUNCHEON WILL BE SERVED]








