
Ten years ago, the world was ready to write us 
off: even our own people were questioning whether 
we should close our doors and go the way of so 
many other synagogues on the Lower East Side. Our 
perseverance and commitment to the �little Greek 
synagogue on Broome Street� have been rewarded. 
Not only are we a part of the recent renaissance 
on the Lower East Side, but 
we are in the forefront. Our 
recent rededication (May 20th) 
of the Kehila Kedosha Janina 
Synagogue and Museum 
saw Broome Street between 
Eldridge and Allen closed to 
traf�c as the crowds gathered to 
celebrate our triumphs. Greek, 
Israeli and American �ags �ew 
from our façade. Speeches by 
our President, Marvin Marcus; 
our Museum Director, Marcia 
Haddad Ikonomopoulos; our 
architect, Leonard Colchamiro; 
the Consul of Greece, Sophia Veves and Holly Kaye of 
the Lower East Side Conservancy preceded a religious 
rededication of our synagogue led by Rabbi Nissim 
Elcenave of the International Sephardic Leadership 
Council and Marty Genee, son of Hy Genee of Blessed 
Memory, with the of�cial unveiling of our Landmark 
Plaque by Holly Kaye and Leonard Colchamiro. 

Afternoon services re�ected our continuity as Chaim 
Ko�nas shared the honors with his son, Seth, and 
Andrew Marcus, son of our President.

On June 2nd, in honor of the anniversaries celebrated 
by our �ve organizations [Brotherhood: 100 years, 
Kehila Kedosha Janina Synagogue: 80 years, Sisterhood 

of Janina: 75 years, Pashas: 
50 years and Museum: 10 
years], our synagogue was 
again �lled to capacity as the 
voices of the Yanniotes sang 
out in celebration. Sharing 
in the honor were Chaim 
Ko�nas, Marvin Marcus and 
Morris Levy, great-grandson 
of one of our �rst Rabbis, 
Jessoula Levy. 

Our physical structure has 
been restored to its 1927 
�grandeur,� and we are ready 

to host your simchas and family reunions. Let our 
synagogue and museum continue to act as a living 
repository of the special culture, traditions and minhag 
of the Romaniote Jews of Greece. Join us for religious 
services. Continue to support us as you have in the 
past. This is your Kehila and Museum. Be a part of 
our renaissance!
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THE RENAISSANCE ON BrOOME StrEEt

Dear Friends,

As we approach the High Holidays, I would like to 
note some of the wonderful events we have experienced 
this year at KKJ. In April we honored the life and times 
of former president and spiritual leader Hy Genee. In 
May we rededicated our synagogue, and in June we 
celebrated the 80th anniversary of the Kehila and the Bar 
Mitzvah of Seth Ko�nas, the son of Chaim and Suzanne 
Ko�nas and the grandson of Sol and Koula Ko�nas. 
The synagogue was over�owing with love and emotion. 
Also in June we had a baby naming for Mia Chana, 
daughter of Jilit and Howard Stein and granddaughter 
of Anna Sabba Ullman and Jonathan Ullman. On 
September 8th, we will have the baby naming of Rebecca 
Ariella Solomon, the second daughter of Paul and Aliza 
and their second daughter to be named in KKJ.

We grow with the efforts of many individuals who 
give their all to help continue the Romaniote culture and 
traditions. To them I extend a heartfelt thanks. We look 
forward to one day hosting a wedding at the Kehila.

 I would like to wish L� Shana Tovah to the Board of 
Directors, Brotherhood, Sisterhood, Pashas, and all the 
friends and families of Kehila Kedosha Janina. I hope 
and pray that in the coming year our synagogue will 
continue to be a source of spiritual renewal for all those 
who seek it. Please join us this holiday season. 

Xronia Polla,
Anos Muchos Y Buenos,

	� Marvin Marcus

MESSAGE FrOM OUr PrESIDENt

IN HONOr Or MEMOrY

Since our last newsletter, donations 
were made in honor or memory of the 
following people: 

David & Esther Abraham, Ezra & Mollie 
Askinazi, Joseph Askinazi, Sylvia Assael, 
Julia Asser, Manny Asser, Ralph Battino, 
Ester Benjamin, Yessoula Besso, Larry 
Blecker, Ben Bryton, Moise Calderon, Mollie 
Cohen Feldman, Deanna Cohen-Marcus, 
Colchamiro Family, Elias & Speranza 
Colchamiro, Leon Colchamiro, Morris & 
Esther Colchamiro, Eliot DeCastro, Simon 
Elias, Rebecca Eliasof Kailo, Jesse & 
Dorothy Elison (Colchamiro), Hy Genee, 
Dora Gessula, Gene Golumbek, Marcia 
Haddad Ikonomopoulos, Annete Joseph, 
Ezra Joseph, Max Joseph, Anna Raphael 
Koehler, Seth Kofinas, Leon Lafazan, 
Thelma Levy, Leah Mathios, Sylvia Meller, 
Al Moses, William & Mollie Nachmias, 
Lucille & Abe Naphtali, Joseph Negrin, 
Mr. & Mrs. David Reis, Esther & Elisha 
Russo, Jean Saltsman Colchamiro, Rachel 
Sama, Molly & Sam Solomon, Esther Talbi, 
Rachel Levy-Weinberg, Esther Yohanan, 
Joseph Yohanan.

SPECIAL THANKS: We wish to also 
acknowledge a special donation by William 
Sabba in memory of his parents, Mollie and 
Morris, and an exceedingly generous donation 
by Rabbi Marc Angel of Shearith Israel in 
honor of our President, Marvin Marcus. 

A special thank you to the Besca Family for 
their generous donation of a new parochet 
and bema cover in memory and honor of their 
beloved father.

PASSINGS

It is with sadness that we note the passing 
of these special Yanniotes and family members 
of Yanniotes: Joseph Askinazi, father of 
our webmaster, Maurice; Eva Chizek of 
the Isaac Family; Chrysoula Kalef-Ezra, 
the mother of the Vice President of the 
Jewish Community of Ioannina, John; Bobby 
Gabrilides of Athens, husband of Karolina 
Gabrilides; Dora Gessula, mother of Annette 
Shaw and Leon Gessula; Gene Golumbek, 
husband of Holly Kaye; Pearl Hametz and 
Henry Isaac.

We apologize for errors in our last issue. 
Eli Zagha�s name was misspelled, and there 
was the unfortunate omission of Larry Blecker, 
husband of Alice. 

RECIpE FOr WAtErMELON RIND DESSErt

	 We had many, many responses for 
our request for watermelon rind recipes, 
printed in our last issue of The Romaniote. 
It is our pleasure to offer the family 
recipe of Jeff Mordos� mother, Mathilda 
Mordos of Blessed Memory, as given 
to us by his wife, Audrey. This recipe 
is from Preveza. Mollie Cohen (past 
President of The Sisterhood of Janina) is 
offering her traditional Yanniote recipe 
(too long to possibly reproduce here!) 
and for those who want an additional 
watermelon rind recipe, please contact 
Mollie directly at 631-544-5432.

Watermelon Rind Dessert
(Karpouzi Glyko): 
For Rind
1	 watermelon
2	 qt. glass jar 
2	 tablespoons of lime
	 (comes in a 5lb. bag from the hardware store)
2	 qt. water

For Syrup
2	 cups water
3	 cloves
2	 drops red food coloring
3	 cups sugar

Cut off all red watermelon from the 
rind. You will not be using any of the 
watermelon for the recipe. Carefully peel 
(or cut) off all of the green shell from 
the rind, leaving as much rind intact as 
possible. Cut rind into approximately 
3.5� by 1.5� pieces. Rinse and drain all 
of the rind. Set aside.

Fill the 2 qt. jar halfway with water. Mix 
in two tablespoons of lime. Add the rind. 
Add more water to �ll the jar to the top. 
If all of the rind doesn�t �t into one jar, 
make a second jar with the same amount 
of lime and water. Soak overnight. Rinse 
each piece of rind very well the next day. 
Put in pot and boil until tender, but not 
too soft. Drain and set aside. Also, rinse 
and dry jar for later use.

To make syrup: Add 2 cups of water 
to 3 cups sugar. Cover and boil. Add 3 
cloves and 2 drops of red food coloring 
to sugar water. Cool in pot. Remove 
cloves. Put rind in glass jars and fill jars 
with syrup. If there is not enough syrup, 
make more using proportions above. 
Set for at least 12 hours. Can now be 
served. Keep remainder in glass jars 
filled with syrup for future serving. Does 
not require refrigeration.

SIMCHAS

Now that our synagogue is refurbished, we 
have been honored to host a number of recent 
simchas, two baby namings and a Bar Mitzvah. 
What better way to truly celebrate your 
simcha than to have it in the only Romaniote 
synagogue in the Western Hemisphere. If you 
have plans for a celebration, let us know! We 
would love to be part of it.

CHANGES IN FOrMAt FOr FUtUrE NEwSLEttErS

Too often our newsletter recipients misplace 
the list of Upcoming Events. There will now 
be a separate sheet with each newsletter, and 
it will not only list the synagogue/museum 
events but also the Sisterhood, Brotherhood 
and Pasha events, which you can keep for easy 
reference. In addition, as part of every future 
newsletter, there will be contact information 
for our sister and brother organizations.

CONtACt INFOrMAtION

Brotherhood 
Chaim Ko�nas 
[for membership and burials]: 
845-356-0844
 
Steven M. Matza 
[dues for current members]: 
732-792-072

Sisterhood
Rose Eskononts: 
718-648-7374

Esther Benjamin: 
914-636-2480

Pashas
Max Nachmias: 
516-481-8616 
516-263-3501

Association of Friends of Greek Jewry 
Marcia Haddad Ikonomopoulos: 
516-221-2712 




