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COMBINED CALENDAR

Kehila Kedosha Janina Museum,
Sisterhood of Janina, Brotherhood and Pashas

Fall/Winter 2009/2010
Unless otherwise noted, events take place at 

Kehila Kedosha Janina Synagogue and Museum, 280 Broome Street, NYC.

Museum

September/October
Due to the High Holidays, the Museum will be closed on Sunday, September 20,  
Sunday, September 27, Sunday, October 4 and Sunday, October 11.  
Do join us for services.

November
Sunday, Nov. 1:	 Book Presentation: Joyce Mendelson will present her new book 
2pm	 on touring the Lower East Side. 

Sunday, Nov. 8:	 Opening of Wedding Exhibit.
2pm

December 
Sunday, Dec. 20:	 Rescheduled Film Festival: Film to be announced. $5.00
2pm	

Sisterhood
Annual Hanukah Party. Contact Rose Eskononts (718-648-7374) for more information.

Brotherhood
Sunday, Dec. 13: Annual membership meeting.
	  Contact Marty Genee (732-763-3821) for more information.
Pashas
Oct. 16, 17, 18:	  Annual Fall Weekend: Honor’s Haven Resort & Spa, Ellenville, NY.
	  Contact Al Shapiro (718-671-9798) for more information.

Thurs, Feb. 15:    Annual Florida Reunion at Bienvenuto, Boynton Beach.
                           Contact Max Nachmias (516-263-3501) for more info.



In Greece, until 1982 (when it was outlawed!) dowries 
were necessary for a young girl to get married.  In a 
community, such as pre-WWII Ioannina, where poor families 
had many children, including many daughters, the need to 
provide them with a dowry often proved to be a hardship.  
The dowry was part of the marriage agreement and was 
listed in the marriage contract (the Ketubbah).  In addition 

to linens and silverware, 
pots and pans and family 
heirlooms, a traditional 
dowry in Ioannina often 
included housing for the 
newlyweds (provided by 
the bride’s family.)  What 
was a poor family with 
limited resources (and many 
daughters) to do?  One 
answer was to marry two 
daughters to two brothers, 
and have both couples live 

together, thereby cutting in half the number of dwellings 
the bride’s family had to provide.  Another answer was to 
marry a daughter to a much older man (often a widower 
with young children in need of a mother for his brood) 
who was not, or could not be, as demanding in his 
request for an appropriate dowry. An additional answer, 
one that became common 
as the community started 
to emigrate, was to send 
a daughter of marriageable 
age to America where 
dowries were not necessary. 
In our museum at Kehila 
Kedosha Janina we are 
blessed with donations by 
members of our community, 
many of which were dowry 
items of their grandparents 
and great-grandparents, a 
visual legacy on display.

The Proika (The Dowry)
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Nona Marika Rousso’s recipe for Albondigas de Prasa 
Leek Meatballs for Rosh HaShanah
Serves: 4 – 6 
2 ½ -3 pounds of fresh leeks
1 pound of fresh chopped lamb (or beef)
3 or 4 slices of wet bread

1 egg plus salt and pepper 
Flour for rolling and 1 beaten egg
	 Peel the leeks, wash them well, chop and 
boil them. After they are boiled squeeze 
them well and put them into a processor. 

Then add bread, minced meet, egg, salt 
and pepper and knead the mixture. 
	 Make balls of the mixture. First roll the 
balls in flour and then in egg. Finally, fry 
them in hot oil.

Simchas

  	 Kehila Kedosha Janina is a living, 
functioning synagogue. This past spring 
and summer we celebrated the Bar Mitzvah 
of Ethan Marcus, the youngest son of 
our President Marvin, the baby-naming of 
Amelia Rose Krivitsky, whose Yanniote 
lineage includes the Askinazi, Coffino, 
David and Davidson families, and the 
wedding of Morris Eli Levy and Daniela 
Alexandra Smolov.  Morris is the great-
grandson of Rabbi Jessoula Levy, one of our 
founding Rabbis.

Passings

We mourn the passing of the following: 
Sarina Attas-Kapnek, Jack (Carrara) 
Askinazi, Marilyn Askinazi, Simcha 
Bechoropoulos, Anne Hyman Cohen, 
Louis Cohen, Ralph Colchamiro, Leon 
Ezra Ezra, Kenneth Hopfeld, Rachel Matza 
Joseph, Mary Attas Lebenstein, Jack Matza, 
Leon Nachmias.  They will all be missed.

Special Donations “In Memory” of:

  Leonore & Robert Abrams, Ezra & Mollie 
Askinazi, Stella Battino, Ralph Coffino, 
Moe Cohen, Ralph Colchamiro, Sol Elias, 
Louis Eliasof, Solomon Eliassof, David 
Fishman, Abe & Sally Genee, Bernard 
Geik, Ben Gessula, Pearl Hametz, Rachel 
Matza Joseph, Rebecca Eliasof Kailo, Irving 
Lafazan, Leon & Diana Lafazan, Molly Attas 
Lebenstein, Ben & Sally Levy, Manny Levy, 
Morris Matathia, Annette Roth Matsil, Eli & 
Miriam Matsil, Mollie & Morris Matsil, Rabbi 
Bechoraki (Matsliach) & Amelia Matsil, 
Nissim Matza, Robert & Sarah Matza, Anna 
Eskononts Mazza, Sylvia Solomon Meller, 
Jack Michaels, Stanley Mustacchi, Nathaniel 
Naftali, Ralph & Anne Negrin, Robert Lloyd 
Negrin, Shirley Negrin,  Stema Russo Niego, 
Anne Oppenheim, Irving Pardo, Esther 
& Elisha Russo, Gabriel & Edythe Sabat, 
Annette Samuels, Joseph Solomon, Murray 
Solomon, Samuel & Molly Solomon, Ruby 
Stein, Diane Colchamiro Warhit, Albert 
Yamali & Mollie Matza Yamali and the dear 
departed of Esther Jeuda’s Family.

   Donations Honoring Individuals & Events   
   Mollie & Leo Askinazi, Amelia Bernstein, 
Esther Cohen, Mel Fishman, David Fishman, 
Selma Gilberg, Miriam Levine, Sol Matsil, 
Max Nachmias and Samuel Solomon.

In honor of Dora Mazza’s 96th 
birthday, and Mollie Bacola Fromm’s 
90th birthday, Morris Venezia, 80th 
birthday and Ethan Marcus’ Bar Mitzvah.

Contact Information

Brotherhood 
Chaim Kofinas [for membership and burials]: 
845-356-0844
Steven M. Matza [dues for current members]: 
732-792-0725
Sisterhood
Rose Eskononts: 
718-648-7374
Esther Benjamin [dues]: 
914-636-2480
Pashas
Max Nachmias: 
516-481-8616
Association of Friends of Greek Jewry 
Marcia Haddad Ikonomopoulos: 
631-367-3905


